[Evaluation of dopaminergic activity of the hypothalamus in patients with polycystic ovarian syndrome].
To evaluate the hypothalamic dopaminergic activity in patients with polycystic ovary syndrome (PCOS), we studied the PRL, TSH, LH and FSH responses to i.m. administration of sulpiride in five euthyroid women affected by PCOS and in five normal women. The mean basal PRL and TSH plasma levels resulted significantly higher (p less than 0.01) in PCOS subjects with respect to normal subjects. The incremental area under PRL and TSH profiles, after sulpiride administration, were significantly lower (p less than 0.05) in PCOS patients than in the control group; no significant variation of LH and FSH plasma levels resulted. Our data suggest a decrease dopaminergic activity in PCOS.